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Specialization and Significance: An Assessment of the Career and Works
of Minerva Parker Nichols
Abstract
Although her formal practice lasted just ten years and was concentrated in the Philadelphia area, architect
Minerva Parker Nichols (1861—1949) serves as a focal point for a study of women and the built environment
in late nineteenth-century America. As the first woman in the country to practice architecture independently,
Nichols carved out a prominent place in the male‐dominated field of architecture—all while specializing (as
she deemed it) in projects associated with female clients and uses. These themes in Nichols’ career make her
an apt case study through which to examine questions of significance, contesting our presumptions about how
her work can be appropriately framed, understood, and commemorated. Animated (rather than deterred) by
the ambiguities and questions of her career, this thesis is an assessment of the works of Minerva Parker
Nichols and the challenges that her career presents for preservation and interpretation.
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Mrs	S.	E.	Bewley	 Dwelling	 “...also	plans	for...”	 (Elm	Station)	
PRERBG	
5/8/1889	






W.	R.	Wright	 Dwelling	 “...also	plans	for...”	 (Elm	Station)	
PRERBG	
5/22/1889	

























George	W.	Christy Dwelling	 Preparing	plans	 (Elm	Station)	
PRERBG	
2/12/1890	















E.	Y.	Taylor	 Dwelling	 On	the	boards	 	
PRERBG	
4/16/1890	





Dr.	W.	P.	Painter	 Dwelling	 Completed	plans	 	
PRERBG	
5/28/1890	


















F.	B.	Crooke	 Dwelling	 Completed	plans	 	
PRERBG	
6/18/1890	










































































































































































Mrs.	E.	R.	Gaskill	 Dwelling	 Preparing	plans	 Ohio	(Canton)	
PRERBG	
11/18/1891	
































































































Oak	Lane	 Wallace	F.	Munn	 Dwelling	 	 1012	Oak	
Lane,	
Philadelphia	
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